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employee the choice. What happened to your
patients was the employer made the decision
to go with another health plan that closed
out certain doctors. We want to give the em-
ployee the right to go with a closed panel
HMO if they think that’s good—health main-
tenance organization—if they think they get
better prices and they think they get ade-
quate services. But we also want to give the
employee other options, including to con-
tinue dealing with you as a fee-for-service
doctor, or working with a group of doctors
in which you have an absolute legal right to
be a part.

Now, if that happened today, the fee-for-
service option might be a little more expen-
sive. But what I think will happen is that you
and other doctors—what I’m banking on is
that the physicians of this country will get
together and offer their services at reason-
ably competitive rates so that people will be
able to maintain a maximum of individual
choice. But it is legally mandated that every
employee in the country will have the option
to choose fee-for-service medicine or a panel
of doctors, which has to remain open for any
doctors who want to join so that doctors can
be in multiple panels. And so we’re going
to increase choice of physicians, not decrease
choice of physicians for most Americans.
That’s a very important value, and we have
to pursue it.

Mr. Koppel. Alright. President Clinton,
please excuse my back. I just want to express
a personal note of thanks to you for coming
here this evening. I know there are an awful
lot of people, possibly many in this audience,
who wished they’d had the opportunity to
pose questions to you or to criticize certain
aspects of the plan, over the course of the
next year. I’d also like to say to your adversar-
ies out there who are watching us and who
have criticisms that they too will have access
to this program and many others.

There is something wonderful, however,
about being able to bring an American Presi-
dent and an audience of 1,000 of his constitu-
ents together for this kind of an exchange.
And I know you’ll want to express your grati-
tude to the President, as I do now. Thank
you. [Applause]

The President. Thank you, folks.

NOTE: The town meeting began at 10:10 p.m. in
the Playhouse at the Tampa Bay Performing Arts
Center. A tape was not available for verification
of the content of these remarks.

Nomination for United States
Executive Director of the
International Monetary Fund
September 23, 1993

The President announced today that he in-
tends to nominate Columbia University pro-
fessor Karen Lissakers to be the U.S. Execu-
tive Director of the International Monetary
Fund. The Executive Director represents the
United States on the 24-member board of
executive directors, which sets policy for the
IMF.

‘‘As the largest shareholder in the IMF,
the United States has a special responsibility
for its operations,’’ said the President. ‘‘Karen
Lissakers has proven that she is up to the
task of representing our interests. I am con-
fident that she will shine in this position.’’

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Iraq
September 23, 1993

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Consistent with the Authorization for Use

of Military Force Against Iraq Resolution
(Public Law 102–1), and as part of me effort
to keep the Congress fully informed, I am
reporting on the status of efforts to obtain
Iraq’s compliance with the resolutions adopt-
ed by the U.N. Security Council.

Since my last report, Iraq has informed
Rolf Ekeus, Chairman of the U.N. Special
Commission on Iraq (UNSCOM), that it is
ready to comply with U.N. Security Council
Resolution 715, which requires Iraq to im-
plement plans for long-term monitoring and
verification of its weapons of mass destruc-
tion (WMD) programs, provide new data
about the suppliers of its program, and ac-
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cept inspections. I appreciate Chairman
Ekeus’ efforts to obtain Iraq’s acknowledge-
ment of its international obligation.

We must recognize, however, that impor-
tant issues remain unresolved. Although Iraq
accepted the immediate installation of mon-
itoring cameras on rocket test stands, it has
not permitted the cameras to be turned on.
Iraq has failed to provide a complete list of
critical supplies of its WMD programs and
continues to delay inspection activities, for
example, by refusing flight clearance for an
upcoming inspection. Saddam Hussein is
committed to rebuilding his WMD capabil-
ity, especially nuclear weapons, and his re-
gime has thus far shown that it will fail to
act in good faith to comply with its inter-
national obligations. Our continued vigilance
is necessary.

The International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) and UNSCOM conducted four nu-
clear, chemical, and missile-related inspec-
tions since my last report. A chemical de-
struction group remains at Al Muthanna to
monitor the destruction of thousands of
chemical munitions, and a helicopter inspec-
tion team also remains in Iraq. Along with
damage inflicted in combat, UNSCOM/
IAEA inspections have effectively put the
Iraqi nuclear weapons program out of busi-
ness in the near-term and have substantially
impaired Iraq’s other WMD programs. Their
efforts have contributed markedly to the sta-
bility of the region.

The ‘‘no-fly zones’’ over northern and
southern Iraq permit the monitoring of Iraq’s
compliance with Security Council Resolu-
tions 687 and 688. Over the last 2 years, the
northern no-fly zone has deterred Iraq from
a major military offensive in the region. Since
the no-fly zone was established in southern
Iraq, Iraq’s use of aircraft against its popu-
lation in the region has stopped, as have
large-scale troop movements. On July 29, two
Coalition aircraft in the southern no-fly zone
fired on Iraqi anti-aircraft installations after
detecting target acquisition radars. On Au-
gust 19, aircraft supporting Operation Pro-
vide Comfort in the northern no-fly zone
were fired on by an Iraqi anti-aircraft installa-
tion. In response, Coalition aircraft fired on
and hit the installation, which has not dis-
played hostile intentions subsequently.

The United States is working closely with
the United Nations and other organizations
to provide humanitarian relief to the people
of northern Iraq, in the face of Iraqi govern-
ment efforts to disrupt this assistance. Since
early August, the Iraqi government has cut
off electricity to northern Iraq, interfering
with potable water supplies, impairing medi-
cal facilities, and contributing to at least 50
deaths. We are working with the United Na-
tions to provide temporary generators and
spare parts. We continue to support new
U.N. efforts to mount a relief program for
persons in Baghdad and the south and will
ensure that the United Nations will be able
to prevent the Iraqi government from divert-
ing supplies. We are continuing to work to-
ward the placement of human rights mon-
itors throughout Iraq as proposed by Max van
der Stoel, Special Rapporteur of the U.N.
Human Rights Commission, and to work for
the establishment of a United Nations Com-
mission to investigate and publicize Iraqi war
crimes and other violations of international
humanitarian law.

The U.N. sanctions regime exempts medi-
cine and, in the case of foodstuffs, requires
only that the U.N. Sanctions Committee be
notified of food shipments. In accordance
with paragraph 20 of Resolution 687, the
committee received notices of 20 million tons
of foodstuffs to be shipped to Iraq through
June 1993. The Sanctions Committee also
continues to consider and, when appropriate,
approve requests to send to Iraq materials
and supplies for essential civilian needs. The
Iraqi government, in contrast, has main-
tained a full embargo against its northern
provinces and has acted to distribute human-
itarian supplies only to its supporters and to
the military.

The Iraqi government has so far refused
to sell $1.6 billion in oil as previously author-
ized by the Security Council in Resolutions
706 and 712. Talks between Iraq and the
United Nations on implementing these reso-
lutions resumed briefly in July but concluded
without results when the Iraqi delegation left
the talks. Iraq could use proceeds from such
sales to purchase foodstuffs, medicines, ma-
terials, and supplies for essential civilian
needs of its population, subject to U.N. mon-
itoring of sales and the equitable distribution
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of humanitarian supplies (including to its
northern provinces). Iraqi authorities bear
full responsibility for any suffering in Iraq
that results from their refusal to implement
Resolutions 706 and 712.

Proceeds from oil sales also would be used
to compensate persons injured by Iraq’s un-
lawful invasion and occupation of Kuwait.
The U.N. Compensation Commission has re-
ceived about 900,000 claims so far, with a
total of roughly two million expected. The
U.S. Government is preparing to file a sixth
set of individual claims with the Commission,
bringing U.S. claims filed to roughly 2,700.
The Commission’s efforts will facilitate the
compensation of those injured by Iraq once
sufficient funds become available.

Security Council Resolution 778 permits
the use of a portion of frozen Iraqi oil assets
to fund crucial U.N. activities concerning
Iraq, including humanitarian relief,
UNSCOM, and the Compensation Commis-
sion. (The funds will be repaid, with interest,
from Iraqi oil revenues as soon as Iraqi oil
exports resume.) The United States is pre-
pared to transfer up to $200 million in frozen
Iraqi oil assets held in U.S. financial institu-
tions, provided that U.S. contributions do not
exceed 50 percent of the total amount con-
tributed. We have arranged a total of over
$100 million in such matching contributions
thus far.

Iraq still has not met its obligations con-
cerning Kuwaitis and third-country nationals
it detained during the war. Iraq has taken
no substantive steps to cooperate fully with
the International Committee of the Red
Cross (ICRC), as required by Security Coun-
cil Resolution 687, although it has received
over 600 files on missing individuals. Iraq re-
fused to participate in a July 29 meeting
under the auspices of the ICRC to consider
further steps with regard to these missing
persons. We continue to work for Iraqi com-
pliance.

Iraq can rejoin the community of civilized
nations only through democratic processes,
respect for human rights, equal treatment of
its people, and adherence to basic norms of
international behavior. A government rep-
resenting all the people of Iraq, which is
committed to the territorial integrity and
unity of Iraq, would be a stabilizing force in

the Gulf region. The Iraqi National Congress
(INC) espouses these goals. In August, Iraq’s
ambassadors to Tunisia and Canada fled to
Britain and announced their support for the
INC.

I am grateful for the support by the Con-
gress of our efforts.

Sincerely,

Bill Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Thomas S.
Foley, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Robert C. Byrd, President pro tempore of
the Senate. This letter was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on September 24.

Remarks to the Community in
St. Petersburg, Florida
September 24, 1993

Thank you very much. We are delighted
to be here today, all of us. I’m especially glad
that Attorney General Reno came down from
Washington with me. When she became the
Attorney General, Florida gave the United
States a great national resource, and I know
you’re all proud of the job that she has done.

I also want to thank my longtime friend
Governor Chiles. You know, in his former
life Governor Chiles was a Member of the
United States Senate and was head of the
budget committee. He thought arithmetic
was functioning better at the State and local
level, and so he decided to leave Washington.
But when he left, it made it harder for the
rest of us to make arithmetic work in Wash-
ington. And I’m glad to be here with him,
and I especially honor the innovations that
he has pushed in health care and in crime.

I want to thank Congressman Bill Young
for hosting me in his district and for coming
down last night on the plane. I’m also glad
to see Congressman Miller here today and
Congresswoman Karen Thurman from your
neighboring districts.

We had a remarkable health care forum
last night, as you probably know, in Tampa,
with about 1,000 people there. And there
were six or seven Members of Congress,
roughly evenly divided between Republicans
and Democrats, who came there with me in
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